
Letter to the Editor - Government Contracts 26 August 

The letter to the Editor entitled Government Contracts in the CINews Thursday 26 August presented a 

description of government contracts as corrupt and raises several serious allegations in a frivolous 

manner. I wish to clarify. 

Triad has been contracted to undertake Road works since 10 December 2018 and has since had 3 

variations to the contract. The intention eventually is to have a long term road maintenance contract in 

place that will provide a more stable financing platform for potential bidders to support investment in 

specialized heavy equipment. However, noting the small scale nature of our roadworks including the Pa 

Enua, its unlikely we will get comprehensive interest other than one or two local companies. Roadworks 

undertaken by Triad have included subcontracts with 4 other local companies  

CCL is a relatively new and welcomed entry into domestic construction to assist deliver public 

infrastructure and provides competition to existing companies to push prices down. Their contract for 

Rarotonga Drainage Culvert Replacement and Improvements was awarded in March 2020. This work has 

addressed decade old issues with old infrastructure that was contributing to flooding issue around 

Rarotonga due to increasingly intense rainfall events.  

The General Transport Barge has been a welcome addition to the domestic fleet. Although the hull 

shape is inefficient and it has a high fuel consumption rate, it is ideally suited for shifting large project 

equipment and materials to arrive on time to ensure that projects start and finish on schedule to 

manage costs.  

Over the last two years Taio Shipping has been the sole domestic shipping company to benefit from the 

shipping subsidy administered by MFEM.  This has been a good working relationship that has provided 

more regular voyages aligned with international shipping schedules, improved ship loadings by 30%, 

reduced damaged cargo and less complaints from the Pa Enua communities. In the last 12 voyages to 

the north alone, we shipped around $2.3 million worth of goods.  

Transparency, good management, prevention of misconduct, accountability and control are essential 

pillars of public procurement recognized by MFEM. Although procurement and contracting is conducted 

across government agencies. MFEM publishes the Government Procurement Policy, we maintain a small 

Procurement Unit that undertakes specific procurement, provide training and guidance to agencies and 

secretariat support to the Tender Committee that oversights quotes above $30K and tenders above 

$60K. The Tender Committee include both the Financial Secretary and the Solicitor General.  

We also manage the online government procurement portal that include most up to date procurement 

and contracts. http://procurement.gov.ck/awarded-tenders 

We are all enjoying the investment in better roads and drainage. Our communities in the north are 

enjoying new infrastructure and the improvements in freight services, the wholesalers and retailers are 

enjoying the benefits of selling goods to the north.  MFEM’s role is to ensure that the provision of these 

services are undertaken in a fair, open and transparent manner that adds value to the Crown.  

G T Henderson.  

 

http://procurement.gov.ck/awarded-tenders


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shipping General Transport 

The barge is designed for the purpose of carrying heavy loads with maximum carry space. 

Therefore who better to deliver metal / construction / project work with less trips! 

Taio shipping with its current fleet is best designed for the milk run to all Islands at a more cost 

effective price. This has been the case since the beginning of Covid 19 to date. We are and have 

been subsidizing Taio Shipping from the beginning to service the Northern group to keep the 

life line going.  

Taio Shipping has been the direct beneficiary of a Government / MFEM subsidy scheme and 

this can be verified by Taio Shipping Ltd.   

This is certainly not a case of missing out / but acknowledging the facts above and being 

informed and not swayed by here say or perceptions of what you think or want to believe. 

I welcome any discussion with any person who wishes to know more. Contact me on the 

following email. 

 

Tai Shipping  

Total spend to date (last 16 months) on shipping subsidy is - $847,340.  

 

Suugest to me that MFEM and Audit BigWigs are dojng a great job.  


