
 
What is VSA? 

Volunteer Services Abroad, is New Zealand’s largest and most experienced volunteer agency working in 

international development. Bringing together New Zealanders and Asia-Pacific to share their skills and ex-

perience, working to transform lives and create a fair future for all. 

They know that we make the most difference through people, partnerships and the lasting relationships 

these create. Their volunteers come from a wide range of backgrounds, from business mentors and lawyers 

to doctors and eco-tourism operators. 

 
How does it work? 
VSA works with in-country partners overseas to make sure that all assignments are locally identified, lo-

cally relevant, and locally delivered. Their goal is to transfer skills and knowledge so that the changes 

achieved during an assignment remain sustainable after a volunteer returns to New Zealand. 

They offer both long (12 months and over) and short-term assignments and currently work in Melanesia, 

Polynesia and Timor-Leste. They also work with New Zealand and regional partners to provide innovative 

volunteering opportunities, making it possible for more New Zealanders to volunteer and contribute to last-

ing change. VSA is a registered charity and is non-religious, non-political and non-governmental. VSA is 

supported by the New Zealand Aid Programme, together with private and corporate donations. 

 

All VSA volunteers work with partner organisation’s in six key priority areas: 
 Building local business 

 Supporting strong communities 

 Safeguarding the environment 

 Fostering good governance 

 Education 

 Health 

 

 

What does this mean for us? 

Now that the Cook Islands have signed a memorandum of understanding with VSA, government agencies, 

Non – Government Organizations and Civil Society Organizations will be able to become Partner organiza-

tions and access the services that VSA provide. 

 

 

How do we access the services? 

Just contact VSA about becoming a Partner Organization.  

 

Contact person for VSA:                                                                    Contact person for DCD:                                                            

Ryan Brown                                                                                        Erina Korohina 

Programme Manager – Polynesia                                                       Development Programme Manager 

Volunteer Services abroad                                                                  Development Coordination Division 

 rbrown@vsa.org.nz                                                                            erina.korohina@cookislands.gov.ck 

 

 

What is required of us? 

Tax  

 The Partner Organization will cover the volunteers’ tax requirements, including superannuation. 

Accommodation 

 The partner Organization will identify suitable accommodation for the volunteer, to be paid by 

VSA 

Language Lessons 

 The partner Organization will arrange local language lessons for the volunteer, to be paid by VSA 
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