
The NDA is tasked with screening the application and may refer back to the applicant with 
questions or further work to improve the application if it is necessary. Following this, the NDA 
will initiate its no-objection procedure. This process assesses proposals on the following:

• Its alignment to the National Sustainable Development Plan, the Climate Change 
policy, and the climate change strategic plans;

• Evidence that the proposal has conducted stakeholder consultations, is
supported by the community, and avoids negative environmental and social impacts; 
and

• Whether the proposal could be strengthened through the collection of scientific 
evidence and assessment.

• Proposals approved by the NDA will then be submitted to the Central Policy and 
Planning Office (CPPO), who is the Secretariat for the National Sustainable 
Development Commission (NSDC).

• The NSDC will be tasked to endorse submitted proposals.

• The NSDC will communicate the decision to the NDA.

• The NDA will contact the applicant to communicate the NSDC’s decision.

• The NDA will then prepare the No-Objection letter.

How will the process of the No objection procedure take place?

The no objection procedure is a Green Climate Fund (GCF) and Cook 
Islands government process that is carried out by the National Designated 
Authority (NDA) on all projects and programmes intended to apply for 
funding from the GCF. 

No Objection Procedure

The purpose of this procedure is to ensure that projects are consistent with national climate change 
strategies and plans and create country-ownership. The NDA screens all proposals from the Cook Islands 
government procedures to ensure that objectives and planned activities are in line with the national 
sustainable development priorities and that they also correspond with the climate change policy, strategy, 
and plans. 
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The no-objection letter is submitted to the GCF Secretariat by the NDA to show that the application has 
gone through national processes and is supported by the NDA and the Government of the Cook Islands. 
The no-objection letter should be included with the proposal when it is submitted to the GCF Secretariat. 



CSOs, State owned Enterprise, Development Partners and Businesses 
from the Private Sector participating in the working group exercise.

What should a Concept Note or Proposal consider?
The fundamental areas that an idea for a project should include are linkages to national policies 
and strategic plans. 

The NDA will look at the application to see whether the proposal on the following is linked to any of 
the strategic goals of the National Sustainable Development Plan (Te Kaveinga Nui). They will also 
look to see whether it links to the Climate Change policy’s (Kaveinga Tapapa) strategic outcomes 
and objectives. 
The fi nal policy alignment process will then look at how the proposal aligns to, or complements, 
the priorities of the Joint National Action Plan for Climate Change Adaptation and Disaster Risk 
Reduction (JNAP). 

The NDA can recommend to the applicant an Accredited Entity (AE) suited to assist with the 
delivery of the activities if this has not been done. 

Key questions that the NDA will consider in their review:

• How were stakeholders and communities consulted, and what concerns and feedback 

was raised?

• Has the project assessed potential environmental and social risks, and 

were the risks shared and discussed among stakeholders to identify 

agreed solutions to address such risks? 

• Does the project have the support of stakeholders and communities?

• What are the gender aspects of the project that provides equal 

consideration and opportunity to males and females? 

• Is there similar work happening in the project’s focus area?
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No Objection Procedure


